
LATIN ROOTS 
English I Pre-AP Vocabulary 

 

Root: the part of a word that contains the basic or anchor meaning of a word.  
 
Latin Roots Set #1 
 

Word Root Definition Example Words 
Act 

 
 action, actor, react, transact, enact 

Alt 
 

 altitude, altimeter 

Anima, Anim 
 

 animal, animated 

Ann, Enn 
 

 annual, perennial, bicentennial 

Aqua 
 

 aquarium, aquamarine, aquanaut 

Arm 
 

 armory, armament 

Bell  
 

 belligerent, bellicose 

Cede 
 

 intercede, supersede, concede 

Cert 
 

 certain, ascertain, certify 

Cid, Cis 
 

 concise, homicide, genocide 

   

Latin Roots Set #2 
 

Word Root Definition Example Words 
Curs, Curr, Corr 

 
 current, occurrence, cursor, corral 

Dic, Dict 
 

 diction, dictionary, dictate 

Duct, Duc 
 

 aqueduct, abduct, conduct, reduce 

Dur 
 

 duration, durable, endure 

Gen 
 

 genealogy, generation, general 

Loc 
 

 local, relocate, dislocate 

Mar 
 

 marinate, marine, maritime 

Mit, Mis 
 

 remission, missive, transmit 

Mort 
 

 mortal, mortality, mortify 

Mut 
 

 mutant, mutate, transmutate 

   



 

Latin Roots Set #3 
 

Word Root Definition Example Words 
Ord, Ordin 

 
 order, ordinal, ordinary 

Part, Pars 
 

 partial, particle, partner 

Ped 
 

 pedestal, pedestrian, pedal 

Prov, Prob 
 

 probate, probation, prove 

Rupt 
 

 disrupt, eruption, rupture 

Sacr, Secr, Sanct 
 

 desecrate, sacrifice, sacrilege, sanctify 

Sent, Sens 
 

 sense, sentimental, sentinel 

Sol, Soli 
 

 soliloquy, solo, solitary 

Test 
 

 attest, contest, testify 

Vers, Vert 
 

 adverse, conversion, invert 

   

What will be on the quiz? 

 True/False Questions:  You will be given a sentence with a word containing one of the Latin 
roots and will have to determine whether the statement made by the sentence is true or false 
based on your knowledge of the meaning of the root. 

o Example: The belligerent woman quietly and calmly removed herself from the argument. 
(Answer: False) 

 Sentence Completion Questions: You will rely on your knowledge of the meanings of Latin 
roots to complete sentences with words containing those roots.  You will not have to make up 
these words on your own; you will have a word bank. 

o Example: We thought moving to our new house would be easy, but the    
complicated the situation.  It contained far too much water, and no one could pick it up! 
(Answer: aquarium) 

 Word Definition Questions:  You will be given a word bank of words that contain the Latin roots 
and a list of definitions.  Using your knowledge of the meanings of the roots, you will match 
each word to its corresponding definition.   

o Example: The killing of another human being (Answer: homicide) 


